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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1914.  The  area  of  the  District  amounts  to  45,883  acres 
inclusive  of  all  inland  water.  The  population  at  all  ages  is 
estimated  at  19,628.  The  District  consists  of  hills  and  valleys 
which  run  generally  about  north-west  and  south-east.  As  the 
prevailing  wind  in  winter  is  the  south-west  it  will  be  observed 
that  this  is  opposed  by  the  ridges  of  hills  thus  causing  the 
wind  to  a.ssume  a peculiar  boiling  or  rolling  movement  which, 
with  the  rain,  penetrates  any  buildings  other  than  those  of 
radically  sound  construction. 

There  exist  deposits  of  clay  chiefly  on  the  hill  summits 
beneath  these  are  found  varying  amounts  of  clayey  loam  with 
flints,  gravel  and  finally  the  chalk. 

Thus  in  the  case  of  the  area  in  which  most  of  the  de- 
velopment of  Amersham  is  taking  place,  the  clay  varies  very 
irregularly  in  depth  from  a few  feet  to  twenty.  The  chalk  is 
reached  in  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

These  islets  of  clay  resting  on  such  support  are  not  in  a 
stable  condition.  \Try  marked  changes  take  place  under  the 
varying  temperature  of  the  seasons. 

Basins  occur  in  the  surface  of  some  of  these  in  which 
condensation  takes  place  in  the  manner  of  dew  ponds. 
Certain  others  act  as  surface  reservoirs,  and  by  their  over- 
flow set  up  small  rills  or  “ landsprings.” 

The  roadside  ponds  are  numerous  and  usually  shallow. 
They  are  now  well  cared  for  and  periodically  cleaned. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry.  There  are  two  chair 
and  two  woodenware  factories  each  employing  outworkers. 
In  addition  to  a factory  for  mats  and  another  for  helmets, 
there  are  sundry  chairmaking  workshops,  and  five  devoted  to 
engineering.  These  are  well  conducted  and  the  eight  defects 
discovered  during  the  year  were  remedied  on  being  pointed 
out. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Council  has  finally  decided  to  build  their  own  and 
has  given  very  considerable  attention  to  details.  Drawings 
and  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  assent  to  which  is  confidently  expected. 


Small  Pox  Hospital. 

No  accomodation  exists  for  this.  I have  suggested  the 
County  scheme  as  the  most  feasible  for  this  district. 


Schools  and  Notifiable  Disease. 

No  School  was  closed  during  the  year  at  my  wish  on 
account  of  prevalence  of  infective  disease.  The  County 
authorities  decided  to  close  the  School  at  Chalfont  St.  Giles 
during'  the  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever. 


Housing. 

In  view  of  the  shortage  of  cottages  generally,  the  im- 
mediate application  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  would  cause  great  hardship  and  overcrowd  the 
Workhouse.  In  this  district,  in  my  opinion,  construction 
should  precede  demolition. 

To  meet  the  wish  of  the  Local  Government  Board  a 
systematic  survey  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1914. 
This  most  laborious  work  necessitated  the  appointment  of  an 
Assistant  Inspector  Mr.  D.  J.  Sweetman,  who  has  already 
visited  over  600  houses. 

'I'his  enabled  the  Council  to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
Parish  of  Amersham — the  largest  and  most  populous  in  the 
district.  Two  sites  were  chosen,  the  owners  conceding  very 
favourable  terms  for  the  land.  'I'he  first  site  is  in  Back  L.ane 
near  S.  Mary’s  Schools,  the  second  is  at  the  allotments  at  the 
top  of  the  hill  adjacent  to  Quill  Hall  Farm.  Plans  were 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  'I'hurlow  and  submitted  and  were  accepted 
after  a public  enquiry.  This  scheme  comprises  six  double 
cottages  as  shewn  in  the  frontispiece  and  is  to  be  proceeded 
with  at  once.  The  upper  site  will  be  purchased  and  retained 
until  it  is  known  how  many  cottages  will  be  required. 


The  whole  cost  of  the  Back  Lane  estate  is  estimated  at 
£2,200.  The  cottages  to  be  let  at  5/-  a week,  the  tenant 
paying  gas  and  water  charges  and  local  rates.  This  provision 
will  meet  the  needs  of  this  parish  for  some  time  to  come. 
That  required  in  the  other  parishes  will  become  evident  as 
the  survey  goes  on. 


Buckinghamshire  Cottages. 


These  are  generally  very  old,  built  of  local  brick  with 
single  walls  in  which  are  enclosed  light  oaken  ties.  There  is 
no  cellar  nor  basement.  Windows  are  frequently  found  to  be 
permanently  fixed.  The  rooms  are  often  low  and  small. 
Damp  courses  rarely  exist.  Frequently  one  notes  the  absence 
of  any  paving  at  the  back  of  the  house.  Out-door  closet, 
formerly  a privy  midden  now  converted  to  a pail  closet. 
Cesspool.  Water  supply  varies — in  some  from  wells  both 
shallow  and  deep,  in  others  from  underground  rain  storage 
tanks. 

The  local  brick  is  not  dense  enough,  as  a single  wall,  to 
withstand  the  driving  rain  (see  page  3). 


Conversion  of  Cottages. 


The  practice  of  decorating  and  repairing  labourer’s 
cottages  and  the  re-letting  them  at  an  increased  rent  to 
visitors  as  holiday  residences  has  developed  to  such  an  extent 
in  this  district  as  to  seriously  affect  the  provision  of  cottages 
for  the  industrial  classes. 

The  following  are  known  but  probably  do  not  represent 
all  such : — 


Amersham 
Great  Missenden  .. 
Little  Missenden 
Penn 

Chesham  Bois 


Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Chalfont  St.  Peter 


II 
1 1 
10 
7 
7 
4 
6 


Bellingdon 

Chartridge 

Pednor 


3 

5 


2 


66 
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Eecommended  for  Demolition. 


Bray’s  Lane  ) 
Little  Missendenf 


Cottage  tenanted  by  Pearson,  Sharley. 


Watchard  Lane,) 
Little  Missenden ) 


Cross,  Beasley,  Hawes 


Holiner  Green  ,,  ,,  Shirley,  F.  Pearce,  B.  Pearce 


These  were  not  only  very  old  and  in  disrepair  but  were  of 
such  proportions  that  rebuilding  was  unavoidable.  Much  of 
the  fabric  of  the  last  was  in  so  dangerous  a condition  that  it 
was  not  safe  to  enter  one  of  the  rooms. 


Houses  found  in  Non-Habitable  Condition. 

“ The  Vicarage,”  Chalfont  St.  Peter.  “ The  Saxtons,” 
Chesham  Bois.  These  were  eventually  sold  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  buyer  put  them  into  repair  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council.  This  has  been  done  in  both  cases. 

New  Buildings. 

1913  ...  170.  1914  •••  140. 

This  reduction  was  brought  about  by  the  effect  of  the 
war  in  the  last  3 months  of  1914. 


Bye-Laws. 

The  local  bye-laws  greatly  need  revision.  Light  methods 
of  construction  especially  require  closer  attention.  (See  notes 
under  climate  and  housing). 

The  War. 

The  European  War  has  affected  this  district  in  two  ways. 

(1)  By  the  billeting  of  troops.  Of  these  we  have  in 

Amersham  and  Great  Missenden,  1,200. 

(2)  By  the  reception  of  Belgian  Refugees,  of  which 

we  have — Men  33,  Women  69,  Children  73, 
Total  175. 


Co-operation  with  the  Military  Authorities. 

This  has  been  working  well  throughout.  Reports  are 
regularly  made  to  assist  the  Medical  Officers  as  to  infective 
diseases.  Pathological  specimens  are  examined  by  me  free  of 
charge,  and  in  the  case  of  contacts  any  necessary  bacterio- 
logical work  is  carried  out.  Disinfection  of  bedding  and 
premises  is  similarly  undertaken. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

A milk  vendor  in  Great  Missenden  was  prosecuted  by  the 
police  for  adulteration  of  milk  to  the  extent  of  of  added 
water.  He  was  fined  40/-  and  costs. 

Watercress  Beds. 

Those  by  the  Chesham  sewage  works  are  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  sewage  and  effluent,  that  I regard  this  with 
anxiety  though  quite  aware  that  they  are  irrigated  with 
artesian  water. 

Registration  of  Deaths. 

The  special  notification  system  was  adopted  in  the  cases 
of  cancer,  phthisis  and  epidemic  intestinal  disease.  This 
anticipates  the  full  return  and  Meditates  disinfection 
arrangements. 

Laboratory  Reports. 

This  work  included  the  analysis  of  drinking-water  and 
the  examination  of  specimens  for  diphtheria,  enteric  fever, 
tuberculosis. 

I append  the  usual  tables,  and  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SHERWOOD  NEW. 


Relative  Poverty  of  Areas  in  the  Union. 

Area. 

Population. 

One  Pauper  in 

Seer  Green  

371 

12 

Coleshill  ... 

570 

23 

Lee  

775 

27 

Latimer  ... 

609 

30 

Chalfont  St.  Giles 

1762 

30 

Penn  

1472 

31 

Chesham  (Urban) 

8204 

35 

Chartridge  

712 

39 

Beaconsfield  (Urban) 

2511 

45 

Amersham 

3392 

47 

Great  Missenden 

2556 

59 

Chenies  ... 

361 

60 

.Ashley  Green 

587 

73 

Chesham  Bois 

1253 

74 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

...  2802 

90 

Little  Missenden 

1293 

... 

108 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLES 


Statement,  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts) 
Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  under 
Section  17  (i)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  under  and  for  the 

purpose  of  the  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  such  dwelling-houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  representations 
were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making 
of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing 

orders,  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  : — 

(a)  Drainage  defects  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Closet  accomodation,  insufficient  or  defective...  45 

(c)  Water  supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  ...  ...  15 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  45 

(e)  Dampness  . . ...  ...  105 

(/)  Insufficient  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(.g)  Dirty  by  landlord's  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(k)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  ...  ...  7 

(j)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant  ...  ...  O 

(j)  Insufficient  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal  ...  . ...  — 

(l)  Internal  defects,  walls,  ceilings,  floors  ...  85 

(w)  Defective  roof  or  gutters  and  down  pipes  ...  ...  61 


Notes. — The  Medical  Officer  is  also  required  by  the  Article  above- 
mentioned  to  include  in  his  Annual  Report,  in  addition  to  the  above 
particulars,  any  other  information  and  particulars  which  he  may  consider 
desirable  in  regard  to  the  work  of  inspection  under  the  said  Section.  He 
should  also  include  an  account  of  any  other  action  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  above-mentioned  Act  bearing  on  the  public  health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1914. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 
I Houses  inspected  ... 

Sec  I”  Houses  repre.sented  as  unfit  for  habitation 
I Closing  orders  made 
\ Houses  closed 


j Houses  made  habitable 
Sec.  18.  -!  Demolition  orders 
( Houses  demolished 

Notices  served. 

a.  Formal 

b.  Informal  . . . 
Houses  made  habitable 


NUISANCES  (Public  Health  Acts). 

Inspections  (not  included  above)  . . 

Complaints  received  ... 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 
Nuisances  abated. 

a.  By  persons  responsible  -j 

b.  By  Council  in  default 
Summonses  taken  out 
Convictions 

HOUSE  NUISANCES  (not  included  above). 
Overcrowding  abated 
Dirty  houses  cleaned  ... 

House  defects  remedied 
DRAINS,  W.C.’s,  PRIVIES,  &c. 

New  Work.  Drains  laid 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  privies  constructed  ... 
Privies,  &c.  converted  into  W.C.’s 

a.  With  flushing  apparatus 

b.  Hand  flushed  ... 


Old  Work.  Drains. 

a.  Cleansed 

b.  Repaired 

c.  Relaid 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ... 

a.  Privies  .. 

b.  W.C.’s  repaired 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ... 
Samples  taken  for  analysis. 

a.  Good  ... 

b.  Bad 
Wells. 

a.  Cleansed 
h.  Repaired 
Wells  closed  ... 

Cisterns. 

a.  Cleansed 

b.  Repaired 

Certificates  granted — Rural  Districts 
Certificates  deferred— Rural  Districts 


624 

5 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


365 


Nil 

57 


457 

'5 

269 

321 

215 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


9 

7 

35 

. . 26 

...  pails  70 


31 

Nil 


Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 


224 

2 

I 

3 
L3 


Nil 

2 

26 

Nil 
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FOOD. 


Seizures  of  unsound  food  (details  separately)  ..  ...  Nil 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Convictions  ...  Nil 

Food  surrendered  (details  separately)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  Register  ...  ..  14 

Inspections  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  28 

Carcases  examined  . All  carcases,  joints,  &c.  on  visit 

Defects  found — defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

BAKEHOUSES. 

On  Register  ...  ...  ...  .,  ...  ...  ...  25 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Defects  found — defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register  ...  ...  30 

Cowkeepers  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Inspections  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  48 

Defects  found — defects  remedied  . ...  ...  ...  ii 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


On  Register 

26 

Inspections 

35 

Defects  found — defects  remedied 

8 

Complaints  received  from  Home  Office 
Outworkers  on  Register 

Inspections 

5 

12 

24 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

On  Register  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Defects  found — defects  remedied  . . ...  ...  Nil 

Contraventions  of  Bye-Laws  ...  ...  Nil 

CANAL  BOATS. 

On  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  . . ...  Nil 

Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Visits  paid  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  to  eace  case  3 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Removal  of  animals,  &c.  improperly  kept  12 

Any  other  matters,  e.g.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Offensive 

Trades, 'Fents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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TABLE  1.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1914  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District| 

1 At  all  ages.  I 

CU 
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12 

1 

1 

O 

00  00  O r--  o 
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Under  i yr.  of  agel 

Rate  per 
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9 
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of  Non- 
residents 
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District. 

8 
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12 
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District. 

Rate. 

7 
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10.37 

uo 

00 

Number 

6 

i86 

180 

ig8 

169 

203 

0 

t>. 

Births. 

Nett. 

Rate. 

5 

»0  ThcO  0 >0 
00  M 00  u-j  O' 
rnd  CTn  O'  d 

d d 1-  d 

r«H 

O' 

Number 

4 

1 10  w-j 

* 0 

m Tf- 

00 

CO 

Un- 

corrected; 

number. 

3 

<0  *0  O'vD  CO 

Tj-  O'^  0 

CO  CO  CO  fO 

1 

wo 

00 

CO 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

2 

0 ^ Cl  00 

d fo  wo  d d 
10  wo  ►-  CO 

'^OC  0^  O' 

00 

d 

wD 

O' 

Year.  , 

1 

I 

O'  0 « CO 

0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 
O'  O'  0 0 0 

O' 

m 

00 

00^ 


< 


No  Isolation  Hospital  in  District. 
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table  2.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


TABLE  3.  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1914 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  as 
Residents  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 All  ages. 

1 Under  i year 

I and  under  2 

2 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

W-) 

d/ 

XI 

C 

X 

c 

rt 

LO 

45  and  under  65 

j 65  and  upwards 

1 Certified  ... 

igo 

All  causes  { Uncertifaed 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

I 

I 

Influenza 

3 

I 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

I 

I 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

6 

3 

3 

T uberculous  Meningitis 

2 

I 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

I 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

29 

3 

9 

16 

-Meningitis  ... 

I 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

28 

I 

2 

9 

15 

Bronchitis  ... 

II 

I 

10 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

12 

I 

I 

I 

3 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea  ... 

2 

I 

I 

-Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

2 

2 

-Alcoholism 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

7 

I 

I 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

8 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg- 

nancv  and  Parturition 

I 

I 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 

including  Premature  Birth  ... 

12 

12 

A'iolent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Suicide 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

53 

I 

. 2 

7 

8 

29 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

2 

I 

Totals 

191 

H 

2 

4 

6 

8 

29 

37 

81 

Total  Deaths  whether  of  Residents  or  Non-Residents  in 
Institutions  in  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i year  of  age. 


TABLE  4.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  i w'eek. 

I — 2 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks. 

Total  under  4 weeks. 

1 4 weeks  and  under 

1 3 months. 

3 months  and  under 

1 6 months. 

Total  Deaths  under 

I year. 

f Certified 

8 

I 

I 

10 

3 

I 

All  causes  J 

(Uncertified... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea  ... 

I 

I 

Atelectasis...  

I 

I 

Congenital  Malformation 

3 

3 

3 

Premature  Birth  . . 

2 

2 

I 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

2 

I 

3 

2 

5 

Totals 

8 

I 

I 

10 

3 

1 

14 

Nett  Births  in  the  year:  Legitimate,  374.  Illegitimate,  ii. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  14,  illegitimate  infants,  o. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  & HOMEWORK 

1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Factories,  including  Factory  Laundries 

35 

Workshops,  including  Workshop  Laundries  . . 

Nil 

Workplaces,  other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

Nil 

Total 

3.5 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Section  32  of  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  i8go  has  not  been  adopted. 


Particulars. 

Number  of 
defects  found 

Number  of 
defects 
remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Insufficient  Closets  ... 

7 

7 

Unsuitable  or  defective  Drains 

I 

I 

Total  

8 

8 

3.  HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  work. 

Number. 

Inspections. 

Wearing  Apparel — making,  &c. 

8 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

I 

Brush  making  

3 

Total  

12 

4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

No  Register  in  the  District. 


5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Nil 

